
Augustus and the Great War: A
Comprehensive Examination
Augustus, the first Roman emperor, reigned during a pivotal period in
Roman history. His reign marked the end of the Roman Republic and the
beginning of the Roman Empire. He also played a significant role in the
Great War, which erupted in 1914.
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Augustus's impact on the Great War was far-reaching. His political and
military strategies shaped the course of the conflict, and his actions had
long-lasting consequences for the Roman Empire.

Augustus's Political Strategies

Augustus's political strategies were instrumental in shaping the course of
the Great War. He sought to maintain peace and stability within the Roman
Empire while simultaneously expanding its borders. To achieve these
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goals, he pursued a policy of realpolitik, which involved forming alliances
with other powers and using diplomacy to resolve conflicts.

Augustus also implemented a number of domestic reforms aimed at
strengthening the Roman Empire. He reformed the tax system, improved
infrastructure, and expanded the military. These reforms helped to create a
more stable and prosperous empire, which was better prepared to
withstand the challenges of the Great War.

Augustus's Military Strategies

Augustus's military strategies were equally important in shaping the course
of the Great War. He recognized the need for a strong military to defend the
Roman Empire from its enemies. He therefore invested heavily in the
military, expanding the army and navy and improving training and
equipment.

Augustus also adopted a strategy of preemptive war, which involved
attacking potential enemies before they could pose a threat to the empire.
This strategy was successful in preventing several wars, but it also led to
the Great War.

Augustus's Impact on the Great War

Augustus's political and military strategies had a significant impact on the
Great War. His policy of realpolitik helped to maintain peace within the
Roman Empire, but it also led to tensions with other powers. His military
strategies helped to strengthen the empire, but they also led to the war.

The Great War had a profound impact on the Roman Empire. The war led
to the deaths of millions of people and devastated the empire's economy. It



also weakened the empire's military and political power. The war ultimately
led to the collapse of the Roman Empire in 476 AD.

The of Augustus and the Great War

Augustus's role in the Great War was complex and multifaceted. He was
both a catalyst for the war and a victim of it. His political and military
strategies shaped the course of the conflict, and his actions had long-
lasting consequences for the Roman Empire.

Augustus's legacy is still debated today. Some historians view him as a
great leader who saved the Roman Empire from collapse. Others view him
as a warmonger who led the empire into a disastrous war.

Regardless of one's interpretation of Augustus's legacy, there is no doubt
that he was a pivotal figure in the history of the Roman Empire. His actions
shaped the course of the Great War and had a profound impact on the
empire's future.
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