
George Bush and the Southern Strategy: How
the Republican Party Captured the South and
Shaped American Politics

The Republican Party's "Southern Strategy" was a political strategy
employed by the party since the 1960s to gain political support in the
Southern United States. The strategy involved appealing to white voters in
the South by emphasizing issues such as states' rights, opposition to
federal government overreach, and support for traditional values. The
Southern Strategy was successful in helping the Republican Party win the
presidency in 1968 and 1972, and it has continued to be an important part
of the party's strategy in the South ever since.
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Historical Background

The Southern Strategy has its roots in the political realignment that took
place in the United States in the mid-20th century. Prior to the 1960s, the
Democratic Party was the dominant party in the South. However, the
Democratic Party's support for civil rights legislation alienated many white
voters in the South, who began to vote for Republican candidates.

In 1964, Republican candidate Barry Goldwater won five Southern states in
the presidential election. This was the first time that a Republican had won
any Southern states since Reconstruction. Goldwater's victory was due in
part to his support for states' rights and his opposition to federal
government overreach.

The Nixon Years

Richard Nixon's presidential campaign in 1968 was the first to fully
embrace the Southern Strategy. Nixon appealed to white voters in the
South by emphasizing issues such as law and order, national security, and
support for the Vietnam War. Nixon also pledged to appoint conservative
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judges to the Supreme Court, which appealed to many white voters in the
South who were opposed to the Court's rulings on civil rights.

Nixon's Southern Strategy was successful in helping him win the
presidency in 1968. He won five Southern states, and he came close to
winning several others. Nixon's victory was a major turning point in
American politics, as it marked the first time that a Republican had won the
presidency since 1952.

The Reagan Years

Ronald Reagan's presidential campaign in 1980 continued the Republican
Party's Southern Strategy. Reagan appealed to white voters in the South by
emphasizing issues such as economic growth, tax cuts, and deregulation.
Reagan also pledged to appoint conservative judges to the Supreme Court,
which appealed to many white voters in the South who were opposed to
the Court's rulings on abortion and other social issues.

Reagan's Southern Strategy was successful in helping him win the
presidency in 1980. He won six Southern states, and he came close to
winning several others. Reagan's victory was a major victory for the
Republican Party, as it marked the first time that a Republican had won two
consecutive presidential elections since the 1920s.

The Bush Years

George H.W. Bush's presidential campaign in 1988 continued the
Republican Party's Southern Strategy. Bush appealed to white voters in the
South by emphasizing issues such as economic growth, tax cuts, and
deregulation. Bush also pledged to appoint conservative judges to the



Supreme Court, which appealed to many white voters in the South who
were opposed to the Court's rulings on abortion and other social issues.

Bush's Southern Strategy was successful in helping him win the presidency
in 1988. He won six Southern states, and he came close to winning several
others. Bush's victory was a major victory for the Republican Party, as it
marked the first time that a Republican had won three consecutive
presidential elections since the 1920s.

The George W. Bush Years

George W. Bush's presidential campaign in 2000 continued the Republican
Party's Southern Strategy. Bush appealed to white voters in the South by
emphasizing issues such as economic growth, tax cuts, and deregulation.
Bush also pledged to appoint conservative judges to the Supreme Court,
which appealed to many white voters in the South who were opposed to
the Court's rulings on abortion and other social issues.

Bush's Southern Strategy was successful in helping him win the presidency
in 2000. He won six Southern states, and he came close to winning several
others. Bush's victory was a major victory for the Republican Party, as it
marked the first time that a Republican had won four consecutive
presidential elections since the 1920s.

The Obama Years

Barack Obama's presidential campaign in 2008 marked a major shift in
American politics. Obama was the first African American to be elected
president of the United States, and his victory was a major blow to the
Republican Party's Southern Strategy. Obama won seven Southern states,
and he came close to winning several others. Obama's victory was a major



victory for the Democratic Party, and it marked the first time that a
Democrat had won the presidency since 1992.

The Trump Years

Donald Trump's presidential campaign in 2016 marked a return to the
Republican Party's Southern Strategy. Trump appealed to white voters in
the South by emphasizing issues such as immigration, trade, and national
security. Trump also pledged to appoint conservative judges to the
Supreme Court, which appealed to many white voters in the South who
were opposed to the Court's rulings on abortion and other social issues.

Trump's Southern Strategy was successful in helping him win the
presidency in 2016. He won six Southern states, and he came close to
winning several others. Trump's victory was a major victory for the
Republican Party, and it marked the first time that a Republican had won
the presidency since 2004.

The Future of the Southern Strategy

The Southern Strategy has been a major part of the Republican Party's
electoral strategy for over 50 years. The strategy has been successful in
helping the party win the presidency and control of Congress. However, the
strategy has also been criticized for its reliance on racial appeals and its
negative impact on race relations in the United States.

The future of the Southern Strategy is uncertain. The Republican Party is
facing demographic challenges in the South, as the region is becoming
more diverse. The party may need to adapt its strategy in order to remain
competitive in the South.



The Southern Strategy has been a major factor in American politics for over
50 years. The strategy has helped the Republican Party win the presidency
and control of Congress. However, the strategy has also been criticized for
its reliance on racial appeals and its negative impact on race relations in
the United States. The future of the Southern Strategy is uncertain, but it is
likely to remain a part of the Republican Party's electoral strategy for years
to come.
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