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The CSS visibility property is a powerful tool for controlling the visibility of
elements on a web page. With the visibility property, you can hide or show
elements dynamically, making them appear or disappear based on user
actions or other conditions.

In this article, we will explore the different values of the visibility property
and how they affect the display of elements. We will also discuss the
advantages and limitations of using this property, and provide practical
examples of how to use it effectively.

Values of the Visibility Property

The visibility property can take on two main values:

1. visible: This value makes the element visible on the page.
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2. hidden: This value makes the element invisible on the page.

By default, the visibility property is set to visible, making the element visible
on the page. To hide an element, you can set the visibility property to
hidden.

Effects of the Visibility Property

When the visibility property is set to hidden, the element becomes invisible,
but it still takes up space in the page layout. This means that the element
will still affect the positioning and layout of other elements on the page,
even though it is not visible.

In contrast, when the display property is set to none, the element becomes
both invisible and does not take up any space in the page layout. This
means that the element will not affect the positioning or layout of other
elements on the page.

Advantages of Using the Visibility Property

Using the visibility property has several advantages over using the display
property to hide and show elements:

Preserves page layout: By making an element invisible with the
visibility property, you can preserve the page layout, ensuring that
other elements stay in the same position and do not shift around.

Faster than removing and adding the element: Hiding and showing
an element with the visibility property is generally faster than removing
and adding the element from the DOM, which can improve the
performance of your web page.



Supports transitions and animations: The visibility property can be
used with CSS transitions and animations, allowing you to create
smooth and dynamic effects.

Limitations of Using the Visibility Property

While the visibility property is a powerful tool, it also has some limitations:

Accessibility issues: Assistive technologies, such as screen readers,
may not be able to access elements that are hidden with the visibility
property, making them inaccessible to users with disabilities.

Specificity issues: The visibility property has a high specificity,
meaning that it can be difficult to override it with other CSS rules.

Practical Examples

Here are some practical examples of how to use the visibility property:

1. Hide an element on page load: To hide an element when the page
loads, you can use the following CSS:

#element { visibility: hidden; }

2. Show an element on user click: To show an element when the user
clicks on a button, you can use the following JavaScript:

document.getElementById("button").addEventListener("click"

function()

{document.getElementById("element").style.visibility

="visible"; });



3. Use the visibility property with animations: To create a smooth
animation where an element fades in and out, you can use the
following CSS:

#element { transition: visibility 1s ease-in-out; }

#element:hover { visibility: visible; }

#element:not(:hover){visibility: hidden; }

The CSS visibility property is a versatile and powerful tool for controlling the
visibility of elements on a web page. By understanding the different values
and effects of this property, you can use it effectively to create dynamic and
interactive user experiences.
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