
Narnia, Cambridge, and Joy: A Journey
Through the Christian Imagination of C.S.
Lewis (1950-1963)
C.S. Lewis, one of the most influential Christian writers of the 20th century,
was a master of the imagination. His Narnia books, written between 1950
and 1963, have captured the hearts of millions of readers around the world.
These beloved stories are not only enchanting tales of adventure and
fantasy, but also profound explorations of the Christian faith.

Lewis's imagination was shaped by his deep love of literature, his classical
education at Cambridge University, and his conversion to Christianity in
1931. He believed that the imagination was a powerful tool that could be
used to communicate truth and beauty. In his essay "On Stories," he wrote:
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“"The story is a door. It is not an end in itself; it is a means to
an end. It is a window into another world, a world of thought,
emotion, and imagination. And if we are willing to step through
that door, we may find ourselves in a place that we never
dreamed of, a place where we can learn and grow and be
transformed."”

The Narnia books are a perfect example of Lewis's use of the imagination
to communicate Christian truth. The stories are set in a magical world
called Narnia, which is inhabited by talking animals, mythical creatures, and
a wise old lion named Aslan. Aslan is a thinly disguised allegory of Christ,
and the stories of Narnia are full of Christian symbolism and themes.
However, Lewis never preaches or moralizes in his stories. Instead, he
allows the reader to discover the truth for themselves.

The Narnia books have been praised by critics for their literary quality, their
imaginative power, and their spiritual depth. They have been translated into
more than 40 languages and have sold more than 100 million copies
worldwide. The books have also been adapted into several films and
television series.

In addition to his Narnia books, Lewis wrote a number of other works of
fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. He was also a renowned professor of
English literature at Oxford University and a popular speaker and lecturer.
Lewis's work has had a profound impact on Christian thought and culture,
and he is considered one of the most important Christian writers of the 20th
century.



In this article, we will explore Lewis's Christian imagination by examining
his Narnia books, his Cambridge years, and his experiences of joy. We will
see how these three elements came together to shape his unique and
enduring legacy as a Christian writer.

Narnia: A Christian Allegory

The Narnia books are a Christian allegory, which means that they are
stories that have a hidden or symbolic meaning. The characters and events
in the stories represent Christian truths and principles. For example, Aslan
represents Christ, and the White Witch represents Satan. The stories of
Narnia are full of Christian symbolism, such as the lion, the lamb, the cross,
and the resurrection.

However, Lewis never preaches or moralizes in his stories. Instead, he
allows the reader to discover the truth for themselves. He once said, "I
don't like to preach in my stories. I want the reader to discover the truth for
himself." This is why the Narnia books are so effective at communicating
Christian truth. They do not preach at the reader, but they invite the reader
to think for themselves and to come to their own s.

The Narnia books have been praised by critics for their literary quality, their
imaginative power, and their spiritual depth. They have been translated into
more than 40 languages and have sold more than 100 million copies
worldwide. The books have also been adapted into several films and
television series.

Cambridge: A Place of Learning and Fellowship

Lewis spent many years at Cambridge University, where he was a student,
a fellow, and a professor. Cambridge was a place of great learning and



intellectual stimulation for Lewis. He studied literature, philosophy, and
theology, and he made lifelong friends with other scholars, such as J.R.R.
Tolkien and Owen Barfield.

Cambridge also played a significant role in Lewis's conversion to
Christianity. In 1931, he had a life-changing experience that he later
described as "the most important thing that has ever happened to me." He
was sitting in his rooms at Magdalen College when he suddenly realized
that he believed in the Christian faith. This experience was the beginning of
a lifelong journey of faith for Lewis.

Lewis's Cambridge years were a time of great growth and development for
him. He not only learned a great deal about literature, philosophy, and
theology, but he also deepened his faith in God. Cambridge was a place
where Lewis's mind and heart were opened to new possibilities.

Joy: A Gift from God

Lewis believed that joy was one of the most important things in life. He
wrote, "Joy is the serious business of Heaven." He also said, "Joy is not a
feeling; it is a state of being. It is a gift from God."

Lewis experienced many joys in his life, including the joy of friendship, the
joy of learning, and the joy of faith. He also experienced many sorrows,
including the death of his wife, Joy Gresham. However, even in his darkest
times, Lewis never lost his faith in God's love. He knew that joy was a gift
from God, and he clung to it even when it was hard to find.

Lewis's writings are full of joy. The Narnia books are full of joyful
adventures and happy endings. His non-fiction works are full of wise and



witty insights into the nature of joy. Lewis's work has brought joy to millions
of readers around the world.

C.S. Lewis was a man of great faith, imagination, and joy. His Narnia
books, his Cambridge years, and his experiences of joy all came together
to shape his unique and enduring legacy as a Christian writer. He used his
imagination to communicate Christian truth, he found joy in learning and
fellowship, and he clung to joy even in the midst of sorrow. Lewis's work
has had a profound impact on Christian thought and culture, and he is
considered one of the most important Christian writers of the 20th century.

Lewis's legacy continues to inspire and encourage Christians today. His
work reminds us that the imagination is a powerful tool that can be used to
communicate truth and beauty. It also reminds us that joy is a gift from
God, and that it is something that we should cherish and share with others.
Lewis's work is a testament to the power of faith, imagination, and joy.
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