
Observations and Snare Drum Etudes from
Portraits in Rhythm
Ted Reed's Portraits in Rhythm is a seminal work in the field of percussion
education. Published in 1952, it has become a standard text for snare
drummers of all levels, and its innovative etudes continue to be studied and
performed today.
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In this article, we will explore the technical and musical significance of the
snare drum etudes from Portraits in Rhythm. We will provide a detailed
analysis of each etude, including its rhythmic structure, technical
challenges, and musical interpretation. We will also offer performance
suggestions to help you master these challenging pieces.

The Importance of Portraits in Rhythm
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Portraits in Rhythm is a unique and highly effective method for developing
snare drum technique and musicianship. The etudes are carefully graded,
providing a progressive approach to learning new techniques. The etudes
also incorporate a wide variety of musical styles, from classical to jazz,
helping students to develop a well-rounded understanding of the
instrument.

The etudes in Portraits in Rhythm are not only technically challenging, but
also musically rewarding. Reed's etudes are full of syncopated rhythms,
melodic fragments, and dynamic contrasts. They are not simply exercises,
but rather complete pieces of music that can be enjoyed by both
performers and audiences.

Analysis of the Snare Drum Etudes

The snare drum etudes in Portraits in Rhythm are divided into four
sections: fundamental studies, intermediate studies, advanced studies, and
solos. Each section contains a variety of etudes that focus on different
technical and musical concepts.

The fundamental studies introduce the basic rudiments of snare drumming,
such as single strokes, double strokes, and paradiddles. The intermediate
studies build on these rudiments, introducing more complex rhythms and
patterns. The advanced studies challenge students with even more difficult
rhythms and technical requirements.

The solos are the most challenging pieces in Portraits in Rhythm. They
require a high level of technical proficiency, as well as a strong musical
understanding. The solos are also more musically complex than the
etudes, incorporating a variety of different styles and techniques.



Performance Suggestions

Here are a few performance suggestions to help you master the snare
drum etudes from Portraits in Rhythm:

Start by practicing the fundamental rudiments slowly and accurately.
This will help you to develop a strong foundation for the more complex
rhythms and patterns in the etudes.

Once you have mastered the rudiments, start practicing the etudes
slowly and gradually increase the tempo as you become more
comfortable with the rhythms and patterns.

Pay attention to the dynamics and articulations in the etudes. Reed's
etudes are full of dynamic contrasts and subtle articulations. These
nuances can greatly affect the musical interpretation of the etudes.

Don't be afraid to experiment with different interpretations of the
etudes. There is no one right way to play them. Experiment with
different tempos, dynamics, and articulations to find what sounds best
to you.

The snare drum etudes from Portraits in Rhythm are a valuable resource
for snare drummers of all levels. They provide a comprehensive and
progressive approach to learning new techniques and developing
musicality. By following the performance suggestions outlined in this article,
you can master these challenging pieces and improve your overall snare
drumming skills.

Additional Resources

Ted Reed's official website



Vic Firth's Portraits in Rhythm page

Ted Reed performing "The Whirlwind"
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Spiritual Minded is a daily devotion for the hip hop generation. It is a
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