
Red-Eyed Tree Frog Breeding: A
Comprehensive Guide to Purchasing, Care,
and Health

Red-Eyed Tree Frogs (Agalychnis callidryas) are captivating amphibians
known for their vibrant coloration and nocturnal activity. Their stunning red
eyes and bright green bodies make them a popular choice among
amphibian enthusiasts. Breeding these fascinating creatures can be a
rewarding experience, but it is crucial to approach it with the necessary
knowledge and preparation.
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This comprehensive guide will provide you with essential information on
every aspect of Red-Eyed Tree Frog breeding, from purchasing and setting
up their environment to ensuring their health and well-being. Whether you
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are a seasoned breeder or a curious newbie, this guide will equip you with
the knowledge and confidence to embark on this exciting endeavor.

Purchasing Red-Eyed Tree Frogs

When purchasing Red-Eyed Tree Frogs for breeding purposes, it is
essential to select healthy and genetically diverse individuals. Consider the
following factors:

Reputable Breeder or Pet Store: Purchase from an established
breeder or pet store that prioritizes the health and well-being of their
animals.

Visual Examination: Inspect the frogs carefully for any signs of
disease or injury, such as skin lesions, swollen eyes, or abnormal
posture.

Quarantine: Isolate new frogs in a separate enclosure for several
weeks to monitor their health and prevent the of any potential
diseases.

Setting Up the Breeding Environment

Providing an appropriate environment is crucial for successful Red-Eyed
Tree Frog breeding:

Enclosure: Use a spacious enclosure with ample vertical space, such
as a glass terrarium or a plastic tub with a mesh lid.

Temperature: Maintain a temperature range of 22-27°C (71-80°F) with
a diurnal cycle.



Humidity: Ensure high humidity by misting the enclosure regularly and
providing live plants or a fogger.

Substrate: Use a substrate that promotes drainage and moisture
retention, such as coconut fiber, sphagnum moss, or a mixture of both.

Plants: Include live plants that provide hiding places and perches,
such as bromeliads, pothos, or ferns.

Water Feature: Provide a shallow water dish or a misting system to
keep the frogs hydrated.

Care and Maintenance

Ongoing care and maintenance are essential for the health and well-being
of Red-Eyed Tree Frogs during the breeding season:

Diet: Feed a diet of live insects, such as crickets, mealworms, and fruit
flies, dusted with a calcium and vitamin supplement.

Cleaning: Clean the enclosure regularly to remove waste and
maintain hygiene.

Monitoring: Observe the frogs daily for signs of illness or stress and
seek veterinary assistance if necessary.

Spawning Season: During the breeding season, provide a suitable
spot for the female to lay her eggs, such as a leaf or a damp sponge.

Temperament

Red-Eyed Tree Frogs are generally docile and easy to handle. However,
they can become stressed if handled excessively or if their environment is
not suitable.



Respect their Space: Avoid handling the frogs more than necessary.

Gentle Touch: If you need to handle them, do so gently and support
their body.

Avoid Stress: Ensure the environment is quiet and free from
disturbances.

Cost

The cost of breeding Red-Eyed Tree Frogs can vary depending on factors
such as the number of frogs, the size of the enclosure, and the frequency
of veterinary care.

Frogs: A pair of Red-Eyed Tree Frogs can cost between $50-$100.

Enclosure: A suitable enclosure can range from $50-$200.

Equipment: Equipment such as lights, heaters, and a fogger can cost
an additional $100-$300.

Food and Supplements: A year's supply of food and supplements
can cost around $50.

Veterinary Care: Veterinary expenses can vary, but regular check-ups
and any unforeseen health issues should be considered.

Health Concerns

Red-Eyed Tree Frogs can be susceptible to various health issues,
including:

Chytridiomycosis: A fungal infection that can be fatal.



Bacterial Infections: Infections such as red leg disease can occur
due to poor water quality or stress.

Parasites: Internal and external parasites can affect the frog's health.

Nutritional Deficiencies: A lack of calcium or other essential nutrients
can lead to health problems.

By providing proper care and monitoring your Red-Eyed Tree Frogs
regularly, you can minimize the risk of health issues and ensure their well-
being.

Breeding Red-Eyed Tree Frogs can be an enriching and rewarding
experience. By following the guidelines outlined in this guide, you can
provide a suitable environment, ensure their health, and increase the
chances of successful breeding. Remember to approach this endeavor with
patience, dedication, and a deep understanding of these fascinating
amphibians. With proper care and knowledge, you can embark on a
successful breeding journey and witness the wonders of these enigmatic
creatures.
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