
The Story of the Houston Police Department:
North Texas Crime and Criminal Justice
The Houston Police Department (HPD) is one of the largest and most well-
known police departments in the United States. It has a long and storied
history, dating back to the early days of the city. The HPD has played a
major role in shaping the history of Houston and has been involved in some
of the most important events in the city's history.
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The Early Years

The HPD was founded in 1837, just two years after the city of Houston was
established. The department's first chief of police was James H. Berry, a
former Texas Ranger. Berry and his small force of officers were responsible
for patrolling the city's streets and enforcing the law. In the early years, the
HPD faced a number of challenges, including a high crime rate and a lack
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of resources. However, the department gradually grew and became more
professional.

The 20th Century

The HPD underwent a number of changes in the 20th century. In 1914, the
department adopted a new uniform that included a distinctive white Stetson
hat. The white hat became a symbol of the HPD and is still worn by officers
today. In 1924, the HPD established its first crime laboratory. The lab
helped to solve crimes and improve the department's overall efficiency.

The HPD also played a major role in the civil rights movement. In 1961, the
department was involved in the desegregation of the University of Texas at
Austin. The HPD also provided security for the March on Washington in
1963. In the 1970s, the HPD was involved in a number of high-profile
cases, including the investigation of the Zodiac Killer.

The 21st Century

The HPD continues to be one of the most important law enforcement
agencies in the United States. The department has a budget of over $1
billion and employs over 5,000 officers. The HPD is responsible for
patrolling the city's streets, investigating crimes, and providing security for
major events. The department also has a number of specialized units,
including the SWAT team and the bomb squad.

The HPD is a vital part of the Houston community. The department
provides a wide range of services that help to keep the city safe. The HPD
is also a major employer in Houston. The department offers a variety of
career opportunities for people who are interested in law enforcement.



The HPD and North Texas Crime

The HPD is responsible for patrolling the city of Houston, which is located
in North Texas. North Texas is a major metropolitan area that is home to
over 7 million people. The region is also home to a number of major
highways and airports, which makes it a major hub for crime.

The HPD works closely with other law enforcement agencies in North
Texas to combat crime. The department is a member of the North Texas
Regional Crime Commission, which is a regional task force that
investigates major crimes. The HPD also works with the Texas Department
of Public Safety and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

The HPD has been successful in reducing crime in Houston. The city's
crime rate has fallen in recent years, and the HPD is committed to
continuing this trend. The department is constantly working to improve its
crime-fighting strategies and to provide the best possible service to the
community.

The HPD and Criminal Justice

The HPD is a major player in the criminal justice system in North Texas.
The department is responsible for investigating crimes, arresting suspects,
and preparing cases for prosecution. The HPD also works closely with the
Harris County District Attorney's Office and the Harris County Sheriff's
Office.

The HPD is committed to ensuring that justice is served. The department
works to protect the rights of victims and witnesses, and to ensure that
criminals are held accountable for their actions. The HPD also works to



improve the criminal justice system by identifying and addressing systemic
problems.

The HPD is a vital part of the criminal justice system in North Texas. The
department's work helps to keep the community safe and to ensure that
justice is served.

The Houston Police Department is a long-standing and well-respected law
enforcement agency. The department has played a major role in shaping
the history of Houston and continues to be a vital part of the community.
The HPD is committed to providing the best possible service to the people
of Houston and to ensuring that the city is a safe place to live, work, and
raise a family.
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