
The Ultimate Lisbon Visitors Guide by Brian
Anderson
Lisbon is a city that has it all: history, culture, stunning architecture,
delicious food, and vibrant nightlife. Whether you're a first-time visitor or a
seasoned traveler, there's something for everyone in this charming city.

In this comprehensive visitors guide, I'll share everything you need to know
about Lisbon, from its iconic landmarks to its hidden gems. I'll also provide
tips on where to stay, what to eat, and how to get around.
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Getting to Lisbon

Lisbon is easily accessible by plane, train, or bus. The city's Humberto
Delgado Airport (LIS) is located just 7 kilometers from the city center and is
served by a number of major airlines.
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If you're coming from another European city, you can also take a train to
Lisbon. The city's main train station, Estação de Santa Apolónia, is located
in the city center and is served by trains from all over Europe.

If you're on a budget, you can also take a bus to Lisbon. The city's main
bus station, Estação Rodoviária do Sete Rios, is located in the northern
part of the city and is served by buses from all over Portugal.

Getting Around Lisbon

Lisbon is a relatively small city, so it's easy to get around on foot or by
public transportation. The city's metro system is efficient and affordable,
and it can take you to most of the city's major attractions.

You can also take a bus or a tram to get around Lisbon. Buses are
generally slower than the metro, but they're also more affordable. Trams
are a great way to see the city, but they can be crowded during peak hours.

If you're staying in the city center, you can also walk to most of the city's
major attractions. Lisbon is a very walkable city, and it's a great way to see
the sights and experience the local culture.

Where to Stay in Lisbon

Lisbon has a wide range of accommodation options, from budget hostels to
luxury hotels. If you're on a budget, you can find a decent hostel for around
€15 per night. If you're looking for something more comfortable, you can
find a three-star hotel for around €50 per night.

Here are a few of the best places to stay in Lisbon:



The Independente Hostel & Suites: This is a great budget option
located in the heart of Lisbon. The hostel offers a variety of room
types, including private rooms and dorms. It also has a rooftop terrace
with stunning views of the city.

The Hotel Mundial: This is a historic hotel located on the banks of the
Tagus River. The hotel offers luxurious rooms and suites, as well as a
rooftop pool and a Michelin-starred restaurant.

The Ritz Four Seasons Hotel Lisbon: This is one of the most luxurious
hotels in Lisbon. The hotel is located in the heart of the city and offers
stunning views of the São Jorge Castle.

What to Eat in Lisbon

Lisbon is a foodie's paradise. The city is home to a wide variety of
restaurants, cafes, and bars serving everything from traditional Portuguese
cuisine to international fare.

Here are a few of the must-try dishes in Lisbon:

Bacalhau: This is a dried and salted codfish that is a staple of
Portuguese cuisine. It can be cooked in a variety of ways, but the most
popular is bacalhau à Gomes de Sá, which is baked with potatoes,
onions, and eggs.

Sardinhas assadas: These are grilled sardines that are served with
boiled potatoes and a salad. They are a popular summer dish and can
be found at most restaurants in Lisbon.

Pastéis de nata: These are custard tarts that are a must-try in Lisbon.
They are made with a flaky pastry and filled with a creamy custard



filling.

Things to Do in Lisbon

Lisbon is a city with something to offer everyone. Whether you're interested
in history, culture, or nightlife, you'll find something to keep you entertained
in Lisbon.

Here are a few of the top things to do in Lisbon:

Visit the São Jorge Castle: This is one of the most iconic landmarks in
Lisbon. The castle is located on a hill overlooking the city and offers
stunning views of the Tagus River and the city skyline.

Take a tram ride: Lisbon's trams are a great way to see the city and
experience the local culture. There are a number of different tram lines
that run throughout the city, so you can easily hop on and off to explore
different neighborhoods.

Visit the Belém Tower: This is a 16th-century tower that is located on
the banks of the Tagus River. The tower was built to defend the city
from attack and is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Explore the Alfama district: This is the oldest district in Lisbon and is
known for its narrow streets, colorful houses, and traditional
Portuguese restaurants.

Take a day trip to Sintra: This is a beautiful town that is located just
outside of Lisbon. Sintra is home to a number of palaces, castles, and
gardens, and it is a popular destination for day trips from Lisbon.

Tips for Visiting Lisbon



Here are a few tips for visiting Lisbon:

Learn a few basic Portuguese phrases. This will help you get around
the city and communicate with locals.

Be prepared for crowds. Lisbon is a popular tourist destination, so be
prepared for crowds, especially during the summer months.

Dress comfortably. Lisbon is a city that is best explored on foot, so
wear comfortable shoes and clothing.

Be aware of pickpockets. Lisbon is a relatively safe city, but it is
important to be aware of pickpockets, especially in crowded areas.

Have fun! Lisbon is a beautiful and vibrant city with something to offer
everyone. Relax and enjoy your trip!

I hope this visitors guide has been helpful. If you have any questions,
please feel free to leave a comment below.

Happy travels!

Brian Anderson

Brian Anderson is a travel writer and photographer who has been
living in Lisbon for over 10 years. He is the author of the blog "Lisbon
Uncovered" and has written for a number of publications, including
The New York Times, The Guardian, and Lonely Planet.
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